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28 percent of the annual PDFA which is
equivalent to 70 percent of the A season
apportionment. The remaining 12
percent of the annual PDFA allocated to
the A season may be taken outside of
SCA before April 1 or inside the SCA
after April 1. If the 28 percent of the
annual PDFA is not taken inside the
SCA before April 1, the remainder may
be taken inside the SCA after April 1.
The A season pollock SCA harvest limit
will be apportioned to each industry
sector in proportion to each sector’s
allocated percentage of the PDFA as set
forth in the AFA. This action is
necessary to avoid high harvest rates
within a relatively small area of the BS
subarea which is Steller sea lion critical
habitat.

NMFS will monitor catch by each
industry sector and close the SCA to
directed fishing for pollock by sector
when NMFS determines that a sector’s
specified portion of the SCA limit has
been reached. As in 2001, in accordance
with the Council’s intent to address
small vessel safety concerns, inshore
catcher vessels less than or equal to 99
ft (30.2 m) LOA will continue to be
exempt from SCA closures unless the
cap for the inshore sector has been
reached, as specified in
§ 679.22(a)(11)(vii). Under the authority
of the AFA, NMFS will separate the
inshore fishery into cooperative and
non-cooperative sector allocations. For
each sector, NMFS will announce the
closure of the SCA to catcher vessels
over 99 ft (30.2 m) LOA before the
inshore sector SCA limit is reached.
NMFS will implement the closure in a
manner intended to leave remaining
quota within the SCA that is sufficient
to support directed fishing for pollock
by vessels less than or equal to 99 ft
(30.2 m) LOA for the duration of the
inshore sector opening.

The CVOA will continue to be closed
to pollock trawl catcher/processors
during the B season (June 10-November
1) to reduce the amount of pollock taken
from this area and to reduce the
potential for competition with Steller
sea lions.

3. GOA Pollock Fishery Seasons and
Apportionments

Fishing seasons and pollock TAC
apportionments in the GOA are
summarized in Table 1.

TABLE 1.—POLLOCK FISHING SEASONS
AND TAC APPORTIONMENTS FOR
THE WESTERN AND CENTRAL REGU-
LATORY AREAS OF THE GULF OF
ALASKA

Season
TAC appor-

tionment
(percent)

Season dates

A ........... 25 January 20–Feb-
ruary 25.

B ........... 25 March 10–May 31.
C .......... 25 August 25–Sep-

tember 15.
D .......... 25 October 1–Novem-

ber 1.

Rollover of a seasonal TAC
apportionment is permitted as long as it
does not exceed 30 percent of the
annual TAC.

The start date of the C season has
been changed from August 20 in 2001
to August 25 in 2002. This change is
intended to reduce salmon bycatch and
to optimize the use of shoreside
processing facilities and the harvest of
the pollock allocation in the C season.
This change is expected to have no
appreciable effect on Steller sea lions.

The 300,000 lb (136 mt) trip limit for
catcher vessels harvesting pollock in the
directed pollock fisheries of the GOA at
§ 679.7 supports temporal distribution
objectives and is maintained by this
rule. A catcher vessel fishing for
groundfish in the GOA will be
prohibited from retaining on board more
than 300,000 lb (136 mt) of pollock
harvested in the GOA any time during
a trip. This trip limit will not exempt
vessels from existing regulations that
require 100 percent retention of pollock
when directed fishing for pollock is
open. A vessel would have to stop
fishing for pollock during a fishing trip
before the 300,000 lb (136 mt) trip limit
is reached to avoid a violation of either
the 300,000 lb (136 mt) trip limit or the
100 percent retention requirement for
pollock.

In addition, § 679.7 continues to
prohibit vessels from operating as
pollock tenders in the GOA east of
157°00′ W long. to prevent the large
scale use of tender vessels to avoid the
trip limit restriction. Vessels operating
as tenders in the GOA west of 157°00′
W long. will be prohibited from
retaining on board more than 600,000 lb
(272 mt) of unprocessed pollock or the
equivalent of two fishing trips.
Tendering west of 157°00′ W long. is
allowed because smaller vessels
delivering to Sand Point and King Cove
are more dependent on tenders than the
larger vessels that operate east of

157°00′ W long. and deliver primarily to
Kodiak.

4. BSAI Atka Mackerel Seasons,
Apportionments, Critical Habitat
Harvest Limits, and Platoons

In the BSAI at § 679.23(e)(7), the A
season for Atka mackerel will begin
January 20 and end April 15. The B
season will begin September 1 and end
November 1. The CDQ Atka mackerel
fishery will have a single season from
January 20 through November 1 because
the vessels used in the non-CDQ Atka
mackerel fishery are generally the same
vessels used in the CDQ fishery, and the
CDQ harvest historically takes place
when the non-CDQ season is closed.

Fifty percent of the annual TACs for
the western, central, and eastern
Aleutian Islands districts is available
during each season. No more than 60
percent of the seasonal TAC may be
taken from within the harvest limit area
(HLA) in statistical Areas 542 and 543
in the AI subarea. The HLA includes
critical habitat and two additional
Steller sea lion haulouts located west of
178° W long. and is further explained
below. The apportionment is based on
the assumed distribution of Atka
mackerel based on depth contour of the
continental shelf and on an objective to
reduce the amount of rockfish bycatch
that has occurred historically at
relatively high levels outside of critical
habitat in deeper waters in areas 542
and 543. Critical habitat limits in 2001
were between 48 and 46 percent. One of
the objectives in setting harvest levels is
to harvest at a level relative to the
abundance of the fish in the area to
avoid localized depletion. The biomass
estimates in areas 542 and 543 indicated
that up to 75 percent of the biomass
occurs in critical habitat, but the
Council recommended, and NMFS
concurs, that a more conservative
increase in the amount of harvest from
critical habitat is appropriate because
this fishery has caused measurable
localized depletions in the past. Higher
levels of harvest in critical habitat may
be considered in the future after
additional analysis. Analyzing the
effectiveness of the platooning system
for managing the fleet in the HLA will
provide additional information to
understand the potential impact of
higher harvest limits in the future. The
amount of harvest allocated to the HLA
also needs to be enough to encourage
the participation in platoons used to
manage the critical habitat fisheries.

NMFS catch data indicate a higher
catch rate of Atka mackerel in area 542
than in area 543 so that area 542 vessels
will likely reach their HLA limit quicker
than area 543 vessels. Thus, area 542
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